The Banyan Tree
· Grandfather’s house in Debra Dun
· The boy and the squirrel
· The mongoose and the cobra- enemies in battle
· The fight begins
· Preparing for the battle
· The fight starts
· The cobra dies

1 to 3
Though- even as
Belonged- be owned by
Magnificent- grand
Chiefly- mainly
Spreading-airing
Twisting- turning repeatedly
Thick- dense/heavy
Spy- watch secretly
Squirrel- a tree-dwelling rodent
Arching- bowed
Sniffing- inhale audibly through the nose
resent- dislike
Invasion- attack
Catapult- a plaything consisting of a Y- shaped stick with elastic between the arms; used to propel small stones
Bold- confident/courageous
Morsel- tasty bit of food
Before long- soon
Delving- reaching into/ rummage in
Probably- perhaps
Headstrong- stubborn/arrogant
4, 5,6
Fig- banyan fruit
Flock- move as a crowd or in a group
Squabbling- quarrelling
Crude- rough
Propping- leaning
Cushion- soft bag
Particular- certain/specific
Grandstand view- a clear, close view
Classic- of high quality
Indian wild- Indian jungle
1. What changes did the spring season bring to the banyan tree?
2. How did the boy spend his afternoons in the banyan tree?
7,8,9
Breeze- gentle wind
Drowsy- sleepy
Gliding- moving lightly/smoothly
Clump- group of bushes/trees
Cactus- thorny desert plant
Emerged- came out
1. What did narrator want to do in the afternoon?
2. What did he see?

Clearing- open space without trees/bushes
Superb- very good
Aggressive- invasive
Skilful- able/expert
Experienced- having done something previously
Swiftly- fast/ with quick motion
Sac- thin walled bag
Fangs- tooth of a venomous snake; used to inject its poison
Deadly- capable of killing
1. What did the cobra and mongoose do?
2. What did the cobra know about mongoose?

Hissing- sound made by a snake
Defiance- resistance/rebellion
Frocked- divided into two
Darting- moving very quickly
Spectacled- marked with spectacles
1. What did the cobra do?
2. Why did the mongoose bush his tail?
10,11,12
Combatants- participants in a fight
Spectator- onlookers
Outcome- result
Content- satisfied

Defensive- protective
Swaying- moving lightly
Mesmerise- persuade magically
A false move- wrong step
Opponent- rival
Glassy- shiny
Unwinking- without opening
Gaze- look steadily

Pretend- act falsely to mislead
Swiftly- speedily
Darted- moved very quickly

1. Why does the author call the fight between the cobra and the mongoose ‘a battle of champions?
2. Which method of attack did the mongoose use to win the battle against the cobra?

3. Use the following words in sentences:
A. Combatants
B. Spectators
C. Unwinking
D. Struck
E. Dart
4. Write the adjective form of the following:
A. Spectator-
B. Neatly-
C. Immediately-
D. Mesmerise- 
13,14,15
Hurled- threw forcefully
Collide- clash
Shrieking- crying shrilly
Glistened-be shiny
Sprang- jumped suddenly
Bumped- hit
Course- pattern
Proceeding- happening
Mark- target
Perch- resting place of a bird
Pull up – stop
Whipped- moving very fast
Snout- nose and mouth(of an animal)
Thudding- striking against something
1. Who else were participating in the fight?
2. Why is the mongoose not afraid of snake?
3. Write the noun form of the following:
Collide, sprang, dived, whipped
16,17
Flung- throw with force
Fluttered- moved the wings
Interfere- act between others' business
Snap- swift, sudden bite
Snout- nose and mouth(of an animal)
Writhed- twisted in pain
Lashed- struck violently
To no avail- with no desired result
Hung grimly on- continued to hold strongly
Ceased- ended
Quivering- trembling
Gripped- took hold of (strongly)
Cautiously- carefully
Hopped- jumped lightly around
Shrill- high-end pitched and loud
1. Why did the myna drop cautiously?
2. Why did the myna peer into the bushes from a safe distance?
3. Whom did the myna congratulate?
4. What happened to the crow last?
5. What did the myna do finally?
6. Why didn't myna return to the battle?
7. Which method of attack did the mongoose use to win the battle against the cobra?
                     Part- I
1. Grandfather’s House in Dehra Dun
2. The Boy and the Squirrel
3. The Mongoose and the Cobra – Enemies in Battle
                            Part- II

4. The Fight Begins
5. Preparing for the Battle
6. The Fight Starts
7. The cobra Dies

Additional questions 
1. How did the boy and the Squirrel become good friends?
2. How did the boy spend his afternoons in the banyan tree?
3. Why does the author call the fight between the cobra and the Mongoose ‘a battle of champions'?
4. Which method of attack did the Mongoose use to win the battle against the cobra?
                        HOTS
· It is said that one should never underestimate the power of one’s opponent------- relate with the story.




























